
 

 

Dear Fellow ODA Members, 

We write today to share an important update on the ODA Board of Trustee’s recent 

decision to join over 100 other organizations endorsing a “yes” on Ballot Measure 101, 

which Oregonians will vote on in a special election on January 23, 2018. Measure 101 

is a referendum on a legislatively approved health care assessment primarily funding 

Medicaid.  A “yes” vote on the Measure supports the Legislature’s work, while a “no” 

vote rejects the Legislature’s work.  

We, the Board, engaged advocates of both sides of the campaign in order to be as 

informed as possible. We heard from member dentist Dr. Cedric Hayden (State 

Representative, R-Roseburg) who is a chief petitioner of the Referendum who urged the 

Board to support the “no” side. We also heard from Dr. Elizabeth Steiner Hayward 

(State Senator, D-Beaverton), who urged the Board to support the Legislature’s work. 

Both were part of a group of legislators that worked on the original legislation. 

While it is unprecedented for the ODA to engage in a referendum like this, we feel the 

issue is critical and the consequences of not participating, and letting the measure 

fail, are too severe.  

• The impact of Measure 101 failing would likely include reduction of dental and 

medical benefits, leaving thousands of Oregonians uninsured.  

• This funding source protects Medicaid services, captures critical federal matching 

funds, is a reasonable solution, and won’t have a significant impact on the cost of 

services to our patients and our practices that serve them.  

• As Dentists and primary care providers, the future of Oregon public health should 

be our priority. We believe that supporting Measure 101 is an important step in 

protecting the health of Oregon’s most vulnerable. 

For a complete analysis of the measure, and further information, please click here. We 

welcome your comments and questions at info@oregondental.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

      

 
Bruce Burton, DMD   Jim McMahan, DMD, FAGD 
President    President-Elect 
 

http://www.oregondental.org/government-affairs/advocacy/measure-101
mailto:info@oregondental.org

